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 more than 2,500 years ago in Persia or 
China, polo is now played in 77 countries worldwide. You’d be wrong 
to dismiss the game as the preserve of well-heeled British toffs or 
louche Argentinian playboys. Today, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 
the Philippines and China are all making inroads into the sport.
Like Argentina’s Heguys and Pieres, and Mexico’s Gracidas, Malaysia 
has its own polo dynasty in the shape of the Beh family. The Behs’ 
passion for polo is in the blood. Patriarch Dato Beh Chun Chuan, his 
three sons and daughter play under the BP Polo family banner.

While Hong Kong enthusiasts lament the lack of a polo club in their 
crowded city, it hasn’t stopped a new breed of players joining the 
game’s international ranks. Shanghai Tang’s Raphael le Masne de 
Chermont has been a pioneer of the sport in Hong Kong since he 
moved to the city 16 years ago. He started playing polo at the age of 13 
in France, and today he is a well-known international competitor. He 
has spearheaded three tournaments in Asia, including the Shanghai 
Tang International Women’s polo tournament in Singapore, and spon-
sored the Shanghai Tang Polo Cup in Mongolia. Aron Harilela, an avid 
rider since the age of 18, is another notable Hong Kong player. He 
developed a taste for the game 10 years ago and plays mostly in 
Singapore and Thailand, where in 2010 he led his team, The Next 
Level, to victory in the Princess Cup at the Thai Polo Open.

China’s polo scene may be in its infancy but Beijing-based Liu Shilai, 
who opened Tangren Polo and Equestrian Club late last year, is help-
ing to build its profile. Liu is one of the few Chinese players with an 
international handicap and he spends a lot of time in Argentina devel-
oping his skills and spreading the word about Chinese polo culture.

A Rare Breed


